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ser from the beginning to the close of the thirty-
first year of his reign. At this point all record of
his reign breaks off, and for the closing years we
are confined to the information derived from the
records of his son, Shamshi-Adad IV. There are
no more records of Shalmaneser's doings in the last
years of his reign, because they were too troubled
to give any leisure for the erection of such splen-
did monuments as those from which our knowledge
of his earlier years has been derived. In the year
827 B. C. there was a rebellion led by Shalma-
neser's own son, Asslmr-danin-apli. We know but
little of it, and that little, as already said, derived
from the brief notices of it preserved in the in-
scriptions of Shamshi-Adad IV. We have no direct
means of learning even the cause of the outbreak.
Neither can we find an explanation of the great
strength of the rebels, nor understand its sudden
collapse when apparently it was in the ascendant
Wars of succession have always been so coimnou
in the Orient that, failing any other explana-
tion, we are probably safe in the suggestion
that Shalmaneser had probably provided by will,
or decree, that Shamshi-Adad should succeed
him, Asshur-clanin-apli attempted by rebellion
to gain the throne for himself, and the strange
thing was that he was followed iu his rebellion
by the better part of the kingdom. The capital
city, Calah, remained faithful to the king, but
Nineveh, Asshur, Arbela, among the older cities,
and the chief colonies, a total of twenty-seven